The Challenge to Democracy
occasional appeals by extremists, the traditional order,
while it was changed, was not greatly disturbed
nor chiefly maintained by violence. The control-
ling influence was an unconscious or only partly
conscious feeling for a common good in a common
life inherited from the past. The moral and social
order behind the political and economic was un-
consciously accepted both by the reformers and their
opponents.
The influence which kept opponents from using
violence was an unconscious acceptance of the general
features of the society into which the industrial system
had been inserted. Most people did not question the
old order which divided any community into "upper"
and "middle" and "lower" classes. First the "middle"
and kter the "lower" cksses demanded and were
granted a share in the political power which was
conceived to be already in existence, although pre-
served for themselves by the "upper" class. In industry
the entrepreneur demanded and was granted a share
in the power to decide how to produce, which was
conceived to be already in existence, although in the
hands of the landowners. Later the trade unions
demanded and were granted a share in the existing
power to decide about wages and conditions; and in
spite of religious divisions in England, the Non-
conformists obtained a share in the privileges hitherto
reserved for members of the established Church;
and some in the middle and lower cksses claimed
and were granted a right to have their own views on
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